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The ASAM Criteria provide 
comprehensive guidelines for 

determining appropriate levels of 
care for each patient based on 
severity and multidimensional 

needs.



STAKEHOLDERS

PAYORS PROVIDERS POLICY MAKERS PATIENTS & FAMILIES



Supporting 
Comprehensive 
Implementation of 
The ASAM Criteria

Assessment 
Tools



• Partnership with CARF International 

• Assess treatment program capacity 
to deliver an ASAM LOC 

• Currently Adult Levels 3.1, 3.5, 
and 3.7

• ASAM’s offers training and other 
educational resources to help 
programs prepare for certification

• CARF’s accepts applications, conduct 
site surveys, and issues independent 
certification decisions

https://www.asam.org/Quality-Science/level-of-care-certification

https://www.asam.org/Quality-Science/level-of-care-certification


https://www.asamcontinuum.org/

https://www.asamcontinuum.org/


4th Edition of The ASAM Criteria

• Editor in Chief: Dr. Corey Waller

• ASAM currently working to appoint the 
full editorial committee for this work

• Plan for proactive engagement with 
stakeholder to understand where there 
are opportunities for improvement



CALIFORNIA SENATE BILL 855



Supporting Implementation of SB855 

• ASAM Criteria Licensing

• ASAM Criteria Courses

• Educational materials for 
patients and families



ASAM Criteria Licensing

• Licensing health plans to use The 
ASAM Criteria as medical 
necessity criteria

• Access to the electronic book

• Documents to support 
regulatory compliance

https://www.asam.org/copyright-and-permissions/the-asam-criteria-copyright-and-permissions-forms

https://www.asam.org/copyright-and-permissions/the-asam-criteria-copyright-and-permissions-forms


• Using The ASAM Criteria in Utilization 
Management

• Conducting Initial Case Reviews
• Individual Treatment Plan (ITP)
• Continued Service and Transfer/Discharge 

Criteria

• Online/self-paced, 8 hours
• 8 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™

https://elearning.asam.org/products/asam-criteria-
utilization-management-course#tab-product_tab_overview

https://elearning.asam.org/products/asam-criteria-utilization-management-course#tab-product_tab_overview


• Introduction to the ASAM Criteria
• Multidimensional Assessment
• Treatment and Service Planning
• Level of Care Placement
• Effective Implementation of the ASAM Criteria

• Online/self-paced, 8 hours
• Live and virtual-live option available
• 8 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™

https://elearning.asam.org/products/the-asam-criteria-
online-foundations-course

https://elearning.asam.org/products/the-asam-criteria-online-foundations-course


PATIENT EDUCATION

• 15-minute video featuring Dr. Corey 
Waller
• Patient-friendly language

• Brief description of the assessment and 
placement process and the levels of care

• 2-page flyer for patients

• 8-page introduction to The ASAM 
Criteria for Patients and Families



Questions



GET IN TOUCH Maureen Boyle, PhD
CHIEF QUALITY AND SCIENCE OFFICER

301.547.4103

MBOYLE@ASAM.ORG

Connor Bellis
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

301.547.4133

CBELLIS@ASAM.ORG




