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INSULIN & THE HIGH
PRICED DRUG CRISIS

OVER 30 MILLION—or close to 1 in 
10—Americans have diabetes and 
7.4 million of them rely on insulin. 

Health care costs for people 
with diabetes is more than 
double the cost for those 
without the disease and, in 
recent years, the price of insulin 
has skyrocketed—placing an 
even bigger burden on patients 
and the health care system. 

Source: American Diabetes Association 

HUMALOG: SAME DRUG, NEW PRICE
The price for a standard 10 ml vial of one of the most popular insulin 
brands, Humalog: 

COORDINATION OR COINCIDENCE? 
PRICES RISE IN LOCK-STEP
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Two of the most common insulin brands have hiked prices in 
lock-step – coincidence?

INSULIN
AND PRICES 
CONTINUE 
TO CLIMB

Source: JAMA, Business Insider, GoodRx

Sources: New York Times, Axios, CBS News

Source: The Hill

Source: Business Insider
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Unlike most drugs that have been around for decades—no generic alternatives to insulin exist. The pharmaceutical companies 
that control the market make small tweaks to extend the patents — gaming the system and keeping generics off the market.
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https://makeinsulinaffordable.org/the-issue/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2510902
https://www.businessinsider.com/insulin-prices-increased-in-2017-2017-5
https://www.goodrx.com/blog/how-much-does-insulin-cost-compare-brands/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/22/well/diabetes-patients-at-risk-from-rising-insulin-prices.html
https://www.axios.com/outrage-prescription-drugs-insulin-prices-7a9c0a90-9329-4214-9ab9-b11d45578f51.html
https://www.axios.com/outrage-prescription-drugs-insulin-prices-7a9c0a90-9329-4214-9ab9-b11d45578f51.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/insulin-prices-increased-in-2017-2017-5
runawayrx.org
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/393378-skyrocketing-insulin-prices-provoke-new-outrage
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AMERICANS CAN’T AFFORD TO WAIT ANY LONGER. Insulin is a life-saving medication that 
millions of Americans rely on daily – and sadly just one example of the high-priced drug crisis. If we don’t address sky-high costs 
now, we’ll continue to burden our health care system and put patients at risk.

INSULIN: A CRUCIAL TREATMENT FOR MILLIONS

4,110 AMERICANS are  
diagnosed with diabetes 
every day. 

$1 IN $7 U.S. health care 
dollars is spent treating 
diabetes and its complications. 

              Insulin is a life-saving medication...there are 
people with type 1 diabetes who will die without insulin. 

And while there have been incremental benefi ts in 
insulin products, prices have been rising. So there are 

people who can’t afford them. It’s a real problem.”
Dr. William Herman, 
Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology 
at the University of Michigan School of Public Health

   Source: Business Insider

1 IN 4 DIABETICS have admitted to 
cutting back on their prescribed doses 
of insulin because of rising costs put-
ting them at serious, even fatal, risk.

APPROXIMATELY 1.5 MILLION Americans have Type 1 diabetes 
and need a daily insulin injection to survive. About one-third of 
people with Type 2 diabetes also rely on daily insulin injections.

NOT TAKING the necessary dose of insulin can result in serious 
consequences for patients including blindness, loss of limbs, 
kidney failure and death. 

*Modern analog insulins should cost between $3.69-$6.16 per vial versus 
today’s actual costs shown above.

After analyzing expenses for ingredients, production and delivery, researchers  determined insulin 
could cost much less than what pharma is charging—and drugmakers would still make a profi t. 
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THAT COULD COST MUCH LESS…
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