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2017 NEWS ROUND-UP

AARP report shines a light on sharp drug price increases: 

As we enter 2017, drug companies are showing no signs of slowing the trend of ever-increasing prescription drug 
prices. This dangerous trend strained the pocketbooks of families and businesses throughout the state in 2016, 
and this year looks to offer much of the same. In response, Californians are voicing overwhelming support for 

solutions to the high-priced drug problem, with small business owners being just the latest to speak out.

Average older American 
takes 4+ drugs each month 
- this cost now exceeds the 
median income for Medicare 
beneficiaries.

“What’s particularly remarkable 

is that these incredibly high price 

increases are still occurring in 

the face of the intense public 

and congressional criticism of 

prescription drug pricing practices.” 

DEBRA WHITMAN, AARP CHIEF
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Average annual 
cost of a single 
brand name drug 
taken regularly  
now exceeds

In 2015, retail prices 
for 268 brand name 
drugs far exceeded 
the rate of inflation.
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Escalating prescription drug prices pose a constant and growing threat to all Californians as they  
continue to drain much-needed funding from state programs and place undue stress on families throughout the state. 

Bringing sanity to prescription drug prices must be a priority in 2017.

Start of New Year Call to Action 

Small business owners speak out against high-priced drugs: 

Center for Medicare Services Released New Data on Drug Spending:

2016 Median Annual Income

December 31, 2016

Twenty Four Thousand One Hundred Fifty and 00/00

24,150.00
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vs. $24,150
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Small business owners believe 
DRUG PRICES ARE “TOO HIGH.”

according to a recent poll by  
Small Business Majority 

http://www.smallbusinessmajority.org/our-research/healthcare/small-business-owners-concerned-rising-cost-prescription-drugs
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